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BY PAUL HAIST
Jewish Review

When Stuart Durkheimer 
was about 23 years old, which 
was about 58 years ago, a leader 
in Portland’s Jewish community 
asked him by for a conversation. 

He wanted to tell Durkheimer, 
just getting started in business after 
finishing at Stanford University, 
that he should consider his respon-
sibility to the Jewish community, 
that he should consider helping 
wherever he could, giving back.

Durkheimer took the advice to 
heart. Active in the Jewish commu-
nity all his life, he recently took steps 
to cap that life of volunteerism and 
giving with a crowning gift.

Just recently, Durkheimer, now 
81, turned over nearly a million 
dollars in the assets of a private 
family corporation to the Oregon 
Jewish Community Foundation.

The corporation was a 
sort of holding company for 
Durkheimer’s share of the sale of 
Coast Distributing Co., which he 
operated for many years in Port-
land. The company was sold in 
1990 when Durkheimer retired.

He took his share from that 
sale and invested it mostly in 
tax-free Oregon municipal bonds, 
itself a financial decision that 
reflected Durkheimer’s commit-
ment to giving back.

“The state of Oregon was good 
to my company,” he said. “And I 
liked the concept of not gambling. 
I’m not a gambler,” he said.

Now, the OJCF is liquidating 
those assets and bringing the 
funds into the community to be 
managed by the foundation for 
the community in accordance 
with Durkheimer’s wishes.

OJCF Interim Executive 
Director John Moss called 
Durkheimer’s gift “extraordinary.”

“Stuart has consciously wanted 
to be a model,” said Moss. “What 
he is, is a mensch.”

Being a model for others is 
important to Durkheimer. 

“I do believe in giving and I 
do believe that people need to 
be reminded that the community 
needs funds,” he said.

Like the man who took Durk-
eimer aside more than half a century 
ago to counsel him about supporting 
the Jewish community, he too has 

passed the message on to others.
“A few years ago, I was speak-

ing at lunch with a man about the 
importance of giving. A couple of 
weeks later, he made a rather large 
gift. It was a complete surprise,” 
said Durkheimer.

He couldn’t say whether the 
man acted specifically on his advice. 
But he did say, “Every so often, we 
need some stimulus for our people 
who have the ability to give.”

Of his most recent gift he 
added, “I hope this will be an 
example for others and that 
others will be inspired to give.”

His choice of the Oregon 
Jewish Community Foundation 
was in keeping with his fiscal 
conservatism, his commitment to 
husbanding his resources, and his 
desire not to be a gambler.

He previously gave funds to the 
Oregon Community Foundation, 
and he chairs the OJCF’s Develop-
ment Committee. He knows how 
these kinds of foundations work.

“I believe in that type of 
giving,” he said. “I have con-
fidence that in the future the 
monies will be properly managed 
and distributed.”

Gift crowns Durkheimer’s devotion to community

STUART DURKHEIMER

The Jewish Federation of 
Portland has announced a new 
scholarship opportunity for 
members of Portland’s B’nai 
B’rith Youth Organization. 

Funds from the federation’s 
Benjamin Brownfain Fund for 
the Encouragement of Young 
Leadership will be used to give 
a $250 scholarship each year to a 
Portland AZA or BBG member 
to attend a BBYO-sponsored 
summer program.

Previously the fund was used 
to subsidize young adults’ par-
ticipation in various conferences 
and programs, said JFP Executive 
Vice President Charles Schiff-
man. He said JFP created the 
new scholarship to accord more 
recognition for the extraordinary 
dedication of many young people 
in the community.

“I believe a good use of that 
fund would be to reach out to 
some of the very talented BBYO 
participants to help them attend 
conferences,” said Schiffman. 
“The conferences are always 

energizing and motivating. “
“This kind of use of the fund 

is a fitting memorial to the late 
Benjamin Brownfain, who was a 
rising young leader in our com-
munity until he passed away at 
a most untimely age in 1995,” 
added Schiffman. 

Brownfain, who had co-
chaired that year’s JFP’s annual 
telethon Super Sunday, died of a 
heart attack at the age of 33 on 
April 10, 1995. 

Any AZA or BBG member 
who is planning to attend a 
summer program may fill out an 
application, submitting three let-
ters of reference. The first letter 
must be from the reigning Gadol 
or N’siah of the person’s chapter. 
The second letter must be from 
a current advisor from his or her 
chapter. And the third letter must 
be from a parent or other adult, 
who can speak to the member’s 
attitude, appreciation and com-
mitment to BBYO. 

Applicants will be reviewed by 
a committee made up of the Port-

land BBYO director, the direc-
tor’s supervisor and a member 
of the parent/alumni committee. 
The award will be decided based 
upon the applicant’s initiative and 
involvement in BBYO during the 
preceding year as well as his or 
her commitment to the chapter, 
city and region.

“This is a very exciting oppor-
tunity for all those BBYO’ers who 
would like to go to summer pro-
grams but might not otherwise 
be able to afford it,” said Jordan 
Blotnik, BBYO city director. “It 
gives them the opportunity to 
work hard throughout the year 
and show their commitment to 
BBYO, and in return get to spend 
part of their summer giving and 
getting even more out of BBYO. 
Summer programs are a key 
ingredient in understanding what 
BBYO has to offer, and the more 
members from our city that get to 
attend, the more they will bring 
back with them.”

For more information, call 
Blotnik at 503-452-3429.
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Youth scholarship memorial to Brownfain

Asher Auel of Portland 
has won a prestigious Ful-
bright scholarship to spend 
a year studying abroad in an 
advanced academic field.

Auel is a former student of 
Portland Jewish Academy and 
a graduate of PJA’s Hebrew 
School. He is the son of Kimi 
Feuer and Karen Auel. He is 
the grandson of Yaac and Dina 
Feuer and Ray and Jean Auel. 
Dina Feuer is a Hebrew and 
Judaic Studies teacher at PJA. 
Jean Auel is the author of the 
series of epic novels that began 
with “Clan of the Cave Bears.”

A senior studying math-
ematics at Reed College, 
Auel will go to the University 
of Paris branch in Orsay to 
study number theory. During 
his year in France he hopes 
to become fluent in French 
and learn French teaching 
methods. He plans to return 
to work on a doctorate in 
mathematics at the University 
of Pennsylvania and expects 
to head toward a career as a 

professor. He currently tutors 
Reed students in lower-divi-
sion math courses.

Auel plans to spend part of 
the summer fighting wildfires 
in southern Oregon, as he has 
done for the past two years. 
Auel enjoys playing the guitar 
and mandolin, brewing beer 
and contra dancing.

Sponsored by the United 
States government, the Ful-
bright Program is designed 
to “increase mutual under-
standing between the people 
of the United States and the 
people of other countries...” 
The Fulbright Program was 
established in 1946 under leg-
islation introduced by former 
Sen. J. William Fulbright of 
Arkansas. 

The Fulbright Program 
sends U.S. students and schol-
ars abroad for a year’s study. It 
pays all expenses, including 
travel, tuition, and room and 
board. About 1,000 Fulbright 
scholarships are awarded to 
students each year.

Auel earns prestigious 
Fulbright scholarship


